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1.  Name of Property 

historic name  Christian Congregation Church of Port Ludlow 

other names/site number  Swansonville Church  

2.  Location 

street & number  11 Werner Road   not for publication 

city or town  Port Ludlow   vicinity 

state  Washington code WA county  Jefferson code 031 zip code  98365 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this     X    nomination       request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property    X_  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

       national                  statewide           X   local  

Applicable National Register Criteria 

   X    A                  B           X   C               D 
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

WASHINGTON STATE SHPO   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 

4.  National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   

       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           

       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    

       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               

                                                                                                                      

   

  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private X building(s)  1   buildings 

 public - Local  district   district 

 public - State  site   site 

 public - Federal  structure   structure 

   object   object 

     1   Total 
 
 
 
 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)        

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

N/A  None 
                                             

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RELIGION: Religious Facility  VACANT / NOT IN USE 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

   

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Materials  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19TH CENTURY 20th CENTURY REVIVALS:  foundation: WOOD, CONCRETE 

Late Gothic Revival  walls: WOOD: Weatherboard 

    

  roof: WOOD: Shingle, ASPHALT 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 

 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if 
necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, 
setting, size, and significant features.)   

 
Setting  

The Swansonville Church is located on a wooded ridge approximately 1.2 miles above Port Ludlow, Washington. It is an 
isolated landmark on a winding rural road. There is a small one-story parsonage nearby. The church stands at the SE 
corner of Swansonville and Werner Roads. 

Approaching by road, today the transition from Port Ludlow proper to Swansonville is clearly noticeable. Heading up from 
the Port Ludlow recreational development, the precisely laid out cul-de-sacs give way abruptly to a rural county road. The 
Swansonville Church occupies the first corner lot the crest of the hill where historic Swansonville begins. 

The community of Swansonville retains its separate identity. The place name survives (as well as the farmhouse of 
founder Hans Swanson), but most of the scattered homes and farmsteads have evolved and been modernized. However, 
the landscape retains its informality and historic character. Newer buildings are set back from roads and mostly screened 
from view by trees. Beyond the level ground of Swansonville, the road continues west through dense woods, down a 
ravine, and around switchback curves to Chimacum Valley on the other side, where it intersects with State Route 19. 

The church sits on a small parcel adjacent to Warner Road. The site has no parking or site amenities and slopes gently to 
the east approximately 3 feet. The lot is mostly grass covered, and has a small cluster of trees at the far southern end of 
the property. 

There is a small cemetery (Forest Hill Cemetery) 900 feet east of the church on the north side of Swansonville Road, and 
a small parsonage directly east of the church.  Both of these resources are on separate parcels and are not included as 
part of this nomination.  

 

Exterior  

The Christian Congregational Church of Port Ludlow is a simple wood frame structure, rectangular in plan, with a gable 
roof and post foundation. The roof has shallow eaves with rafter tails and boxed eaves, and is covered with asphalt 
shingles. The foundation is post-and-pier, with a vertical tongue and groove foundation skirt. The exterior cladding is 
simple tongue-and-groove drop shiplap siding highlighted by corner boards and plain-cut window surrounds.  

The fenestration consists of a mixture of standard double-hung windows, and millwork ñGothicò windows. The east and 
west facades each have three evenly spaced simple one-over-one double hung wood windows.  The rear or south façade 
has no windows and boasts a single two-part wood door at the southwest corner.  The northern façade, facing 
Swansonville Road has three single-hung gothic arched windows with obscure glass; two of which are found in the 
steeple. 

The steeple is offset to the west of the gable ridge line and has a side entrance opening to the west facing Werner Road. 
The steeple is divided into two sections; a first floor portion, clad in drop shiplap siding to match the main body of the 
church building, and an upper portion which tapers to a louvered belfry.  This portion is clad with coursed cedar shingles 
with a 14-inch exposure. The block-like belfry is louvered on 4 sides, and it retains its original bell, manufactured by the 
C.S. Bell Company of Hillsboro, Ohio.  Capping the belfry is a steeply sloped hip roof covered in cedar shingles. At the 
peak is a simple pressed metal finial approximately 18-inches tall with a metal sphere. 

Entry into the church is via a set of contemporary wooden doors facing west, towards Werner Road.  The doors are 
protected by a simple pent roof supported by 2x4 angle brackets.  Raised above the ground level, the doors are accessed 
by a small contemporary porch that is currently in poor condition. 

Interior  

The main entrance opens to a small 10ô x10ô vestibule at the base of the steeple. Directly opposite the doorway is a small 
coat closet beneath enclosed stairs, which rises to the second floor level of the bell tower. This space has built-in wood 
benches and direct access to the ringing bell via a rope. The first and second floor interior walls, ceiling and floor of the 
steeple are finished in painted tongue and groove flush boards. 
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The sanctuary entrance is through a pair of original five panel fir doors on swinging hinges which are currently 
unmounted.  The chapel is rectangular and sparse, and featured no decoration.  The interior is typical of small Protestant 
churches with a raised dais and lectern space centered on the southern wall. This raised area defines a chancel area of 
the simple church building and features an original plywood pulpit/lectern and integrated fir kneeler which spans the width 
of the raised dais.  

The ceiling is flat with an attic space above, and is currently clad with 12òx12ò acoustical tiles. The floor is CDX grade 
plywood (covering the original fir floors) and the walls are finished with a thin coat of plasterboard.  From inside the 
sanctuary, one gothic arched window is visible at the rear, behind the southern facing congregation. Lighting is provided 
by modern-day flush mounted florescent tube fixtures.  

On either side of the raised dais is a five-panel door leading to two rooms at the back of the church. On the east was the 
Pastorôs office, and to the west was a Sunday School classroom. This room features the rear entry door to the building.  
These spaces are simple in design with one window each and feature a combination of drop shiplap sided walls and flush 
board walls and ceiling.  The floors are original 1ò x 8ô fir boards. Lighting in both rooms is via a single bulb dangling from 
a wire in the center of each room. 

All windows and doors have plain board trim. Currently the building is finished sparsely with two period wooden church 
pews and a dozen shaker style chairs. The building has no primary heat source and no running water.  Electricity was not 
added until 1929. Original oil lamps which most likely hung from the ceiling are on site as well as portable oil heater. The 
Sunday School classroom boasts a hand-painted period sign for tabulating attendance and offering numbers. 

Alterations / Integrity  

The building maintains a high level of integrity. Reportedly, the building began as a one-room church, but soon after 
completion, it was extended 12 feet to provide two additional rooms at the back of the structure. The exterior is otherwise 
unaltered except for re-roofing and repairs. The church interior received surface alterations sometime after 1974, as 
determined by photographs. Baseboard heaters for the two rear rooms and sanctuary as well as exposed fluorescent-tube 
lighting was added (now removed). The original fir flooring were covered with plywood and shag carpet was installed (now 
removed). The original interior surfaces are concealed beneath removable materials. 

The main structure shows no signs of water damage. The roof has been adequately maintained throughout the life of the 
building. The base of the steeple, however, is rotted and collapsing. Water has entered through broken windows and the 
posts supporting the tower are extensively deteriorated. As a result, the steeple is pulling away from the building and is in 
danger of collapse. 

Similarly, the foundation posts supporting the main structure are deteriorated where they contact the ground. There are 
many makeshift repairs to the foundation, some of which have already failed. Other than water damage to the steeple, the 
building is weather tight and structurally sound. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 

 
  

 
 
 

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

  
B 

 
removed from its original location. 

  
C 

 
a birthplace or grave. 

  
D 

 
a cemetery. 

  
E 

 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

  
F 

 
a commemorative property. 

  
G 

 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 

 within the past 50 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Areas of Significance  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RELIGION 

ARCHITECTURE  

 

 

 

 

Period of Significance  

1905 -1935 

 

 

Significant Dates 

1905 

 

 

 

Significant Person  

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Volunteer Labor (Builders)  
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Narrative Statement of Significance  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   
 

The Christian Congregational Church of Port Ludlow in the small hamlet of Swansonville, Washington is 
historically significant under Criterion A as a building that represents the spiritual needs and aspirations of a 
small community in rural Washington State. Port Ludlow, a company town on the western shores of Puget 
Sound, had no religious buildings in the community. The closest churches were the nominated building and St. 
Paulôs Episcopal Church in Port Gamble (some 9 miles to the south). The church, constructed in 1905, is also 
historically significant under Criterion C as a representative example of the type of rural ecclesiastical 
architecture that was built at the turn-of-the-century across the state. The electric nature of the design is 
reflective of its construction date, and skills of its builders. 

Today the church is the oldest standing building in the Port Ludlow area and represents typical small 
community churches that were built throughout Washington during the early part of the 20th century. The 
period of significance begins in 1905, the date of construction, and ends in 1935, the year the lumber mill in 
Port Ludlow ceased operation and the church members significantly dwindled. 

 

Port Ludlow & The Puget Mill Company 
Like many communities in the Pacific Northwest, the community of Port Ludlow grew around a sawmill. It was 
founded in 1852 when San Francisco financiers Captain William F. Sayward and John R. Thorndyke were sent 
to the Pacific Northwest to build a sawmill.  After finding the ideal spot, Thorndyke filed on a timber claim of 
318 acres and built a steam sawmill on Port Ludlow Bay, and the ensuing community that grew up around the 
mill was named Port Ludlow. The area had previously been named in 1841 by Lieutenant Charles Wilkes 
(commander of the U.S. Exploring Expedition), in honor of Lieutenant Augustus C. Ludlow, who was killed in 
the War of 1812.  

By 1858, ownership of the sawmill and land had been transferred to another investment group: Amos, Phinney, 
& Hooke of San Francisco.  Slowly it began to grow and diversify, but in the early days it was known more for 
its fine ship building rather than as a mill town. However, an exponential increase in growth came about in 
1878 when the Pope & Talbot Company purchased the mill and surrounding land at auction for $64,850. After 
the addition of new equipment, the sawmill, by then doing business as the Puget Mill Company, turned out 
125,000 board feet of lumber a day. By the 1880s the town of 200 people consisted of a general store, a 
sawmill, a hotel, a cookhouse, a shipyard, and a variety of houses and cabins. They did not however have a 
church building.  While the town's population swelled to 500, a depression hit the United States in 1890 and 
market gluts and poor prices caused the sawmill to close for almost a ten year period. The lumber market 
finally rebounded and the sawmill was reopened in 1898. 

Andrew J. Pope and Captain William C. Talbot, two experienced and well-financed Maine lumbermen, had 
previously formed a partnership and sailed from San Francisco to Puget Sound, seeking a site for a sawmill in 
1853. The two had stopped first at Discovery Bay, west of Port Townsend, then at Port Ludlow. Finding Port 
Ludlow already equipped with a mill, they set up operations in Port Gamble about 10 miles south of Port 
Ludlow on the south side of Hood Canal.  

Since Port Ludlow was known for its excellent ship building facilities, Pope & Talbot continued this tradition 
establishing construction facilities for two and three-masted schooners. Still in town was the Hall Brothers Ship 
Company who reportedly built over 30 vessels in Port Ludlow; many for Pope & Talbotôs Puget Sound Mill 
Company. 

The Pope & Talbot mills at Port Ludlow and Port Gamble supplied much of the lumber for the rebuilding of 
Seattle in the 1890s and for San Francisco following the earthquake and fire of April 1906. Between 1890 and 
1935, Port Ludlow was also a boom-or-bust economy with a great demand for spruce for military aircraft 
construction during World War I.  
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The Puget Mill Company was carefully planned and well-managed.  Initially the company was headquartered in 
San Francisco, but eventually had extensive operations throughout Washington, Oregon and northern 
California. Management was progressive, aggressive and strategic. Their focus was on long term profitability, 
which helped the company survive repeated recessions. They also succeeded by adopting the modern 
practices of vertical and horizontal industrial integration. The company owned the timberlands, ran the logging 
operations, milled the lumber, shipped product to markets, and had lumber yards and sales operations. They 
also diversified into general shipping and adapted to changing markets.  

Port Ludlow, the companyôs first choice for a sawmill location on Puget Sound, was perfectly situated at the 
mouth of Hood Canal. From there was access to Admiralty Inlet and all of Puget Sound, as well as Hood Canal 
itself. The entire shoreline was forested in massive fir trees 200-feet tall and 200 years old. The easiest and 
least expensive way to harvest big trees was to skid the felled logs downhill to the water, raft them up and 
move them by tugboat. Port Ludlow was also located near enough to the Strait of Juan de Fuca with open 
water sailing to the Pacific Ocean. Such a location provided an advantage over other Seattle and Puget Sound 
lumber operations. 

By 1925, Pope & Talbot owned 92,000 acres and was reportedly the largest private landowner in Washington 
state.  Still considered an east coast business, the investors decided to sell their holdings to the McCormick 
Lumber Company in the fall of 1925.  The $20 million dollar sale made McCormick the third largest lumber 
concern in the United States. The mill at Port Ludlow continued and by 1925 was producing 350,000 board 
feet/day, and employed 400 people. However, with lumber sales diminishing and timber resources becoming 
scarce, by December 1935 the plant closed and was shortly thereafter dismantled. 

The community quickly became a ghost town. With a housing shortage, during World War II, many of the 
company houses were barged from Port Ludlow to other locations. By 1950, Port Ludlow's commerce was 
non-existent and by 1955 the population was just 10 people.   

Slowly things began to change; on August 12, 1961 the Hood Canal Bridge opened, linking Jefferson and 
Kitsap counties. With the Olympic Peninsula now more easily accessible, it became readily apparent to Pope & 
Talbot, Inc. that Port Ludlow had real estate potential. In 1968, they repurchased their formerly held land and 
started to develop a planned community at Port Ludlow. Pope & Talbot replaced what remained of the old 
company town with a planned recreational development initially of 3,300 acres, which was to be built out in 
phases. As of 2020, the town included two golf courses, condominiums, terraced residential cul-de-sacs, a 
marina, a restaurant and hotel, and commercial center. According to the 2000 U.S. Census Bureau data, Port 
Ludlow had a population of 1,968.  Today no extant buildings remain in the footprint of the original town. 

Like Port Gamble, the original Port Ludlow was a planned industrial and residential community, or ñcompany 
town.ò The community included worker housing, fire protection, water, roads, and (eventually) electrical 
service. Reportedly there was a conscious effort to layout the town like a New England village. Port Ludlow 
Mercantile, the company store, once supplied much of the surrounding area outside of town with dry goods 
and supplies. The community had a school and community hall, but no religious structures.  

They also had a hybrid workforce that included management workers, who were probably salaried, and 
company employees who captained tugboats, worked as shop foremen or maintained machinery. Much of the 
workforce was employed hourly and recruited locally as needed. They were also a melting pot of cultural 
identities.   

Working conditions in the timber industry were extremely dangerous, and deaths and injuries were common. 
Workers in the industry frequently went unpaid and had little recourse. However the, Puget Mill Company was 
a reliable employer in an industry characterized by sharp practices and deceit.  The company paid hourly 
workers at the end of each day, if requested. Technically that ended their employment until men were hired for 
the next shift.  

Due to its rural location, much of the company towns needs were provided by the immediate surrounding 
family farms and others in the Chimacum Valley to the north. The farms supplied eggs, meat and produce for 
sale at the Puget Mill Company general store. One of the closest farms was the Hans Swanson Farm which 
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grew into a distinctive area of Scandinavian settlers. The Swansonôs ran a prosperous dairy farm. Down the 
road, the Wernerôs raised chickens and candled 1,000 eggs a day, and the nearby Klocker Farm kept over 4 
thousand chickens. There are rumors that the area also had a small bakery. Other families in the area included 
the Johnson, Hanson, Bates, Anderson, Coursey, Thoren and Sellin families. While the company provided 
houses for workers to rent near the mill, many preferred to build their own homes farther out in the country.  
Often banding together, the community raised between 50 and 75 children and as time went on they became 
linked by marriage. 

Joined by their similar heritage, the families often teamed together for social events and religious ceremonies.  
As they grew in size they needed a place to gather and decided to establish a church together; the Christian 
Congregation of Port Ludlow. After a sanctuary was built, it quickly became the center of community life for 
over 30 years. 

 
History of Christian Congregation of Port Ludlow 
The church was built on land donated by Swansonvilleôs namesake, Hans Swanson, in 1904. Hans made his 
donation on the condition that the church would be ñnondenominationalò. While specific details about the early 
establishment of the church are unknown, Washington State Secretary of Stateôs 1902 report notes that the 
congregation was officially incorporated on June 18, 1902. Hjalmar Johnson (president), George Bates 
(secretary) and M.G. Anderson (treasurer) were the initial officers. The land, 1.2 miles from Port Ludlow, was 
close enough to serve the spiritual needs of the lumber workers, but far enough from them to remain as an 
independent community meeting house. 
 
Donor Hans F. Swanson (1854-1946) was born in Vestby, Norway in 1854 and began working aboard boats at 
the age of 9 with his brother. Reportedly he sailed 24 years before arriving in Port Gamble in 1887, where he 
began working for the Puget Mill Company as a barge captain transporting lumber from Port Ludlow to Seattle. 
He married Helene Johanson (1860-1933) in 1882, and together they had three children before they emigrated 
from Norway; Inga (1883-1978), Sigurd (1885-1963) and Magnil (1887-1978). Having secured steady 
employment, he brought his wife and three children over from Norway in 1890. The growing family first lived in 
a rental house at the head of the bay.  
 
In 1893, Hans purchased 23 acres of land on the hilltop above Port Ludlow (then referred to as Forest Hill) and 
built a home for his family. Eventually he acquired an additional 80 acres of adjoining land, 60 of which would 
soon be under cultivation. The family raised chickens, turkeys and a garden. Over time the family grew to 
include eight more children; Enoch (1899-1903), Jennie (1891-1970), James (1892-1981), Harry (1893-1956), 
David (1896-1968), Arthur (1897-1980), Esther (1901-1904) and Theodore (1903-1908).  Hans built a larger 
house in 1909 to replace their first home.  Even though other families had settled the area before them, the 
family and locals began calling the area Swansonville and eventually the name caught on. 
 
As the farm grew, the Swanson children helped with the family farm.  After his son Arthur finished the eighth 
grade, he was kept home to milk cows, plow the fields and to deliver milk to nearby families.  Hans continued 
to work for Puget Mill Company for an additional 15 years as a stevedorering superintendent. As the boys got 
older, they worked at the mill like their father.  Hans eventually retired and became a full time farmer. 
 
Hans and other neighbors joined together in 1905 to build a community church.  Since Hans was the only one 
with a steady job, he purchased lumber and supplies for the church. The skilled carpentry work was done by 
Heleneôs Swansonôs brothers, Severin and Hjalmar Johanson. They were assisted by Mike Anderson and 
George Bates. The team members were not contractors or architects, but used their own design and skill to 
build the church. 
 
The church quickly became the center of life for the small community of close knit families. In the early days 
the church was crowded every Sunday for services and Sunday School.  People arrived by buggy or walked.  
No record of a specific pastor associated with the building has been found. Instead, the church was most likely 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900            OMB No. 1024-0018  
    

CHRISTIAN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
OF PORT LUDLOW  

 JEFFERSON CO, WA 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 

9 

 

served by an itinerant traveling missionary.  During the early 1920s the community built a simple parsonage to 
the east of the sanctuary for a traveling pastor. Still standing today, the home is in private ownership on 
another parcel of land. According to newspaper account in the 1940s, services were often provided by Arthur 
W. Corey from the community of Joyce. 
 
The church remained without power until 1929, and since then, minimal changes have occurred to the 
structure. As the center of social life for the families of surrounding farms, the church saw many weddings, 
baptisms, funerals, dances, pot-luck dinners and the occasional lecture.  It also housed a rather large lending 
library of nearly 200 books. Literacy was important to members of the congregation. Sunday school classes 
during the early teens often saw attendance of over 200 children, which of course had to be taught by 30-40 
teachers. 
 
Limited services were still be held in the church as late as 1995 and today the building remains vacant awaiting 
rehabilitation by a community group. 
 

Architecture 

While the architect of the building is unknown, the design details of the structure point at least to a builder 
and/or craftsman with some level of knowledge of ecclesiastical design. While its eclectic mix of details 
demonstrates a lack of mastery of its design, they bespeak to typical rural ecclesiastical architecture that was 
built in Washington State and across the United States at the turn-of-the-century. 

 

The design of the building is plain and without decoration, other than the spire. Most likely influencing the basic 
construction and decoration for many rural congregations was the availability and cost of materials, particularly 
when most congregations had little money and the transportation of materials was difficult.  Wood, of course, 
was the cheapest, most readily available, and most easily worked material.  Most of the materials likely came 
from the mill in Port Ludlow.  Another factor was the dedication and financial resources of the members and 
sometimes more important, the support they received from the general community.  In thinly settled rural areas 
like Port Ludlow where members were still struggling to survive, a church was built with only the membersô 
financial efforts.  Such limited funds led many congregations to build modest, basic shelter with only those 
functional design features and ornamentation necessary to identify it as a church.  

 

Denominational difference, especially in small rural churches, were minor except for their interior decoration 
and furnishings.  And the ethnic background of the congregation that built a church is also usually not apparent 
in the general exterior design.  In fact, the simple details of the Christian Congregation church do not point to 
any denomination or ethnic heritage, which was the desire of its benefactor, Hans Swanson. 

 

There was limited development and refinement of small rural church styles from the 1850s to 1910.  A church 
built in a small community of modest resources in 1905 could be very much like a church built in a similar 
community thirty years earlier.  Few professional architects were employed to design small rural churches.  It 
was merely simpler and less expensive for the small and financially limited congregations to use other 
methods.  Sometimes the pastor, priest or church leaders worked out the general plan, style, and type and 
degree of ornamentation (perhaps even while under construction); or experienced carpenters and builders, 
knowledgeable in house and small construction, could determine the type of structure required, sizes of 
structural members, and door and window details.  Many times carpenters were ingenious and skillful in 
creating ornamental details in the steeple, windows, and interior.  In some cases standard plans were obtained 
from church extension societies in the East or as part of an architects plan service. 

 

It is unknown if the Swansonville congregation obtained stock plans, but recollections indicate that the 
structure was built by the members of the congregation.  Stylistically the building is a blend of Craftsman and 
Gothic detailing as found in the windows, steeple and eave details. 
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The nominated church is typical of the hundreds of small churches that dot the rural landscape throughout the 
State. Its plan is simple, one room for the sanctuary and an attached steeple serving as an entry vestibule. On 
the exterior, excessive decorative ornamentation is lacking but it is still identifiable as a rural ecclesiastical 
church.  No other church buildings in the State share the design elements of the Christ Congregational Church 
of Port Ludlow. 

 

9.  Major Bibliographical References  

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
 
 
ñ20,000,000 Lumber Deal is Completedò ï Seattle Times, August 16, 1925. 
 
Report Secretary of the State, 1902, Olympia, Washington. Pg 132. 
 
ñSwansonville families join in marriageò ï Peninsula Daily News, Oct. 18, 2015. 
 
ñTraces of Swansonville community remainò ï Peninsula Daily News, Sept. 20, 2015. 
 
ñPort Ludlow: Milltown Memoriesò ï Port Townsend Leader, Summer 1974. 
 
ñRecollections of a Childhood Near Port Townsend: A Very Special Land.ò Seattle Daily Times, June 25, 1967. 
 
ñSwansonville Cemetery tells of Ludlow Beginningsò ï Port Ludlow Focus, no date. 
 
White Pride in Heritage: Profiles of Pioneers 1966. 
 
ñThe Werners of Werner Roadò ï Port Townsend Leader, Feb 6, 1991. 
 
Coman, Edwin T. Jr. & Helen M. Gibbs, Time, Tide & Timber: Over a Century of Pope & Talbot., Stanford University 
Press, 1949, revised & edited by Pope & Talbot, 1978. 
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 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
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 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 

 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     

 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________   

    

 

 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):  
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10.  Geographical Data                                                                

 

Acreage of Property  Less than 1 acre 

(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 
 
UTM References    NAD 1927  or   NAD 1983 

  
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)         
 
       3        

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2         4         

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
Or Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

 
1   47.936779°   -122.700473°  3       

     Latitude 
 

    Longitude        Latitude 
 

      Longitude  

2       4       

     Latitude 
 

    Longitude          Latitude 
 

       Longitude  

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 

The nominated area is located in the NE ¼ of Section 8, Township 28 North Range 1, East of the Willamette 
Meridian, in Jefferson County, Washington, 1.2 miles NW of Port Ludlow, Washington. It is otherwise identified 
as Tax Lot 821081010 at the said location. 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The nominated property encompasses the entire urban tax lot that is occupied by the Christian Congregational 
Church of Port Ludlow.  
    

11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Jacob E. Thomas                                                         (with contributions and editing by DAHP Staff) 

organization Friends of Swansonville date  October 2020 

street & number  500 Olympus Blvd telephone (360) 786-9799 

city or town   Port Ludlow  state  WA zip code 98365 

e-mail friendsofswansonville@gmail.com 
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Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

¶ Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.    
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all photographs  
to this map. 

¶ Continuation Sheets 

¶ Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
 

 

 
 
 

Google Earth Map 
Christian Congregational Church 
Port Ludlow, WA 
 
1   47.936779°   -122.700473°  3       

     Latitude 
 

    Longitude        Latitude 
 

      Longitude  

2       4       

     Latitude 
 

    Longitude          Latitude 
 

       Longitude  
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Parcel Map 
Christian Congregational Church 
Port Ludlow, WA 
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Floor Plan 
Christian Congregational Church 
Port Ludlow, WA 
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Cross Section 
Christian Congregational Church 
Port Ludlow, WA 
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Images of Port Ludlow  
 
 

      
 
Port Ludlow mill (Burner Point is to the right), c.1917 Puget Mill Company hall and school house, Port Ludlow, c.1910 
 
 

 
 
Aerial view of Port Ludlow mill (note log rafts at left), c. 1930 
 
 
 
 

Approximate location of 
nominated church 
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Office of the Puget Mill Co., Port Ludlow, c. 1915 
 

 
 
The Admiralty Hotelôs front doors swung open in a nautical fashion, c. 1920 
 

 
 
Port Ludlow School, c. 1914 
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Christian Congregational Church in 1975       Myrtle Swanson 
 
 

 
Christian Congregational Church of Port Ludlow Sunday school children, c.1910 
 

      
Christian Congregational Church Sunday school children, c.1925 Image of Parsonage which sits directly east of church, 2020 


